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BECAUSE IT IS  
MORE THAN A HOBBY,  

IT’S YOUR
LIFESTYLE. 

OUR COUNTRY ESTATE INSURANCE 
IS DESIGNED FOR YOU: 

• Small-scale farmer or horse owner
• Acreage used for profit or pleasure
• Primary income is from another occupation
• At risk for property and liability losses a homeowners policy doesn’t cover

WHY CHOOSE AMERICAN NATIONAL?
• Decades of strong, conservative risk management
• Local agents who understand your lifestyle and take time to listen
• Dedicated, responsive and dependable support
• Coordinated array of insurance coverage for farm and family
• Excellent claims assistance available 24/7

YOUR LIFE. YOUR LAND. YOUR VALUES.
Let us help you choose a policy that not only helps you protect your little piece of 
the American Dream, but helps you safeguard your goals for the future. For more 
information, contact us at:

COUNTRY ESTATE

• Expanded replacement cost 
option for residence

• Coverage for related structures 
such as barns

• Built-in mechanical equipment/
utility service line failure 
coverage

• Farm and personal liability
• Coverage for machinery, 

livestock, products, supplies 
and tools

• Coverage for losses from 
windstorms, hail, fire or theft

COUNTRY ESTATE EQUINE

Added liability coverage for:

• Horses in your care and control 
for training, showing or boarding

• Certain horse-related activities 
and participants at shows and 
events, and

• Coverage for tack belonging to 
others

Products and services may not be available in all states. Terms, conditions and eligibility requirements will apply. Life insurance and annuity products may be underwritten by American National Insurance Company, Galveston, Texas. Property and casualty
products and services may be underwritten  in Texas by American National Property And Casualty Company, American National County Mutual Insurance Company or American National Lloyds Insurance Company.

855.568.2785
multipleline.americannational.com/country-estate

http://anpac/ag-equine-insurance/
http://www.anpac.com/ag-equine-insurance/
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Searching for the per-
fect place that we could 
enjoy a trip with our 
4-legged kids, we de-

cided on Palo Duro Canyon 
and the world-renowned Doves 
Rest Cabins, just minutes to 
the main entrance of the state 
park. My husband, being a 
direct descendant of Coman-
che Chief Quanah Parker, who 
roamed this land 150-years 
ago, seemed to be a perfect fit 
and great destination for us to 
explore Palo Duro’s history and 
natural beauty. 

Doves Rest Cabins features 
nine modern, yet rustic cabins 
located hundreds of feet above 
the west rim of Palo Duro Can-
yon State Park. Inside, the cab-
in design is a relaxing, breezy 
style that blends in seamlessly 
with its natural surroundings. 
High ceilings, rustic elements 

like a stone fireplace, and an 
abundance of windows will 
make you feel like you’re al-
ways able to embrace the na-
ture you traveled to enjoy.
 
We chose the Doves Rest “For-
tress” cabin for our stay this 
past October which is a perfect 
season for exploring in cooler 
weather. Upon our mid-after-
noon arrival we were greeted 
by a stunning view gazing at 
Palo Duro Canyon just below 
us. The no check in-out con-
cept was the best. Once inside, 
it felt as though we were being 
welcomed back home. Chilled 
bubbly was waiting for us in 
the refrigerator, as were fresh 
bathrobes. The kitchen was 
well stocked along with plenty 
of firewood for the fireplace.

Did I mention the hot tub?  The 
round jacuzzi situated on the 

TEXAS’ BEST-KEPT SECRET.
A 120-mile-long canyon system that’s grand in its own right.

By Diane Holt

cabin patios canyon rim was 
spotless and clean. The 360-de-
gree panoramic view was, well 
just out of this world while en-
joying a glass of champagne 
to rejuvenate until tomorrows 
hike in the canyon.

We awoke early to view the 
breathtaking sunrise over the 
canyon. The morning was per-
fect as I sat in the swinging 
chairs enjoying my cup of fresh 
brewed coffee in the crisp 
clean morning air. To my right 
I heard a slight noise in the 
brush off the edge of the can-
yon, I turn to look and just a few 
feet from me stood a beautiful 
Texas Mule Deer. It was just 
some of the general splendor 
of the place we were getting to 
enjoy.

Driving down the cliffs to the 
bottom of the canyon was amaz-

(cont. on pg. 8)
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A M E R I C A N

AFRF A R M + R A N C H

Texas Premier Farm, Ranches, Equestrian Estates •  IKNOWRANCHES.COM
CHRIS GEORGE •  281.794.0570 •  Chris@IKnowRanches.com

WHITE BRIDGE FARM  Magnolia, Texas | 45.228 Acres | $2,980,000

Located 45 minutes from Houston, with beautiful views, large wraparound porches, saltwater pool area, 
the cedar and stone main residence is an entertainer’s dream. Horse improvements include lush pastures 
with plenty of trees, loafing sheds, center-isle 6-stall barn with apartment and high-quality horse fencing. 

Managers house and numerous other amenities. Call for details!

what are you waiting for!

untilI’m not coming out                 you get me a 
STALL HEATERS

Electric radiant 
infrared heaters warm 

horses and owners 
without heating the 

entire barn.  
No ultra-violet 
tanning rays.

IIdeal for wash stalls, 
foaling stalls, 

grooming areas!

KALGLO.COM/HORSEHTR
Kalglo Electronics Co. Inc. | Bath, PA

610.837.0700
Made in USA

http://www.kalglo.com
http://www.kalglo.com/horsehtr
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ing to see the technicolor walls 
that invoked a sense of Indian 
and old west history. We arrived 
at the trading post store in the 
canyon’s base just in time to see 
a large family of turkeys enjoy-
ing a morning stroll.

Our first hike in the canyon 
would be Rojo Grande a 2.34-
mile total trail where we walked 
in shade, a scenic trail through 
rusty red quartermaster geo-
logic formation at the canyon 
bottom, on to the Paseo Del Rio 
trail, a 2.06 total mile trail to 
see the Cowboy Dugout of how 
the cowboys lived in the 1880s.  
Next, we did the Equestrian trail 
a 3.32 mile trail, it is the former 
grazing lands of the historic JA 
Ranch.  Later we did some of 
the other trails and one of our 
favorites was the Lighthouse, a 
nearly 6-mile trek to the park’s 
most popular trail leading to the 

iconic Lighthouse 
rock formation. 

Traveling in Texas 
with horses is fair-
ly common, so it’s 
not surprising Palo Duro Can-
yon State Park has 30-miles of 
equestrian and hiking trails, 
with an additional 1,500 acres 
set aside for horseback riding. 
They provide a corral and water 
for horses inside the park. How-
ever, the owners of Doves Rest 
Cabins have in the works a new 
horse corral on their property 
to accept boarding of your hors-
es during your stay. Look for this 
upgrade in May.

There are many things to do in 
the area including a fun zip-line 
just across the gorge for Doves 
rest, plus riding stables. The 
American Quarter Horse as-
sociation and Museum is head-

quartered in Amarillo, about 
20-miles away. During the sum-
mer, enjoy a performance of the 
outdoor musical drama TEXAS. 
The play, marking a half-century 
in its on-going production, runs 
Tuesdays through Sundays, June 
through August, at the 1,700 seat 
Pioneer Amphitheater. 

This is the place if your idea of 
a successful getaway includes 
your own horses, an incred-
ible view and wine – (us too). 
The unparalleled views, giant 
patio and hot tub at Doves Rest 
Cabins simply screams: “happy 
hour.” 

www.dovesrestcabins.com

Let’s Rodeo!
MG has the  best 

feed for your 
turn & burn!

MG’s 14/6 Super Pellet
& 12/8 Pellet  a healthy choice!

(cont. from pg. 6)
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Family owned and operated 
since 1962, Palo Duro Riding 
Stables is not just your aver-
age trail ride, it’s an experi-

ence. Continuing his father’s dream 
of giving folks a taste of the Old West, 
Jesse Sorenson is the third generation. 
Beginning as a dream, Jimmy Newt 
Sorenson left the family farm and cre-
ated Six Gun City. A bustling Wild 
West town, along with honest to good-
ness gunfighters and saloon girls. Sev-
eral generations of travelers have fond 
memories of Six Gun City. A place 
where you could walk in and feel like 
you’ve been transported back through 
time. You could get on the back of a 
horse and ride through a privately-
owned part of Palo Duro Canyon, bel-
ly up to the bar for an old-fashioned 
sarsaparilla, or just kick back for one 
of the many gunfight shows that were 
reenacted day after day. 

While deciding on a location for his 
reverie, Jim knew that it had to land 
somewhere on the rim of the beautiful 
Palo Duro Canyon. With such history 
as the Battle of Palo Duro, the great 
Comanche Chief Quanah Parker, and 
the infamous Charles Goodnight stak-
ing claim, it seemed Palo Duro Canyon 
was the right fit for the Wild West to 
be brought back to life. While search-
ing for water, things began to look 
grim. After two attempts, they had yet 
to discover water and with only one 
chance left, Jim chose to leave fate in 
God’s hands. Standing in a pasture on 
the rim of the canyon on a particular-
ly windy day, Jim held his hat in the 
air and stated where his hat landed is 
where they would drill for the third 
and last time. The brisk Texas winds 
caught the brim and sent it assail. The 

exact site where that divine old cowboy 
hat lighted on that fateful day, the well 
for Six Gun City and Palo Duro Rid-
ing Stables exists. 

Slightly leery, in the beginning, to his 
son’s vision, Jim’s father, Nels, eventu-
ally invested into the marvel that Six 
Gun City would become. Sighting 
that, “I didn’t realize that every time 
we had a rock slide, our land got big-
ger,” Six Gun City blossomed into a 
lucrative family business. From broth-
ers and sisters, to cousins, aunts, and 
uncles, and many lifelong friends, it 
seemed that everybody had a hand in 
making Six Gun City a roaring success. 

At its prime, Six Gun City was thirty-
four buildings strong. With a working 

“upside down” hotel, appropriately 
named the Topsy Turvy, and a small, 
but adequate chapel in which church 
was held every Sunday and several 
weddings took place, Six Gun City 
did not happen overnight. Only three 
buildings stood in the first year. One 
or two buildings a year came after the 
initial three, as funds allowed. Six Gun 
City was built on the backs of horses 
with the help of cabin rentals that were 
located down in the bottom of the 
canyon. Horse rentals started at $1.25 
for an hour and folks were allowed to 
go out on their own. You could also 
rent a cabin along with a horse for the 
night for a mere twelve dollars! My, 
how times have changed.  

On July 8,1964, “Sheriff” Jim and a 

The Incredible Story Of
Palo Duro Riding Stables

By Kristin L. Sorenson

(cont. on pg. 14)
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B-Kalm, Electro Dex, Horse Health, the horseshoe design, Horse Health purple, Horsemen Choose Horse Health, the purple jug, Joint Combo, Reach, Red Cell, Shur Hoof and Vita-E & Selenium Crumbles are 
trademarks of Farnam Companies, Inc. Joint Combo™ Hoof & Coat not available in ID, KY, LA, NM, TX. Red Cell® Competition not available in KY, NM. ©Farnam Companies, Inc.  17-11322 

Horsemen Choose Horse Health™ 
For more information, visit horsehealthproducts.com 

Trustworthy supplements  
that deliver results.

Hardworking horses often need more than grain and forage can provide. Horse Health offers a 
complete line of supplements designed to meet the demands of your horse, whether it’s joint health, 

hoof care, or vitamins and minerals for overall well-being. Whatever your horse requires,  
Horse Health™ supplements deliver effective results at a price you can afford. 

horsehealthproducts.com 

MANUFACTURER’S COUPON EXPIRES MARCH 31, 2018

CONSUMER: *Excludes B-Kalm™ Paste, Canine Red Cell® supplement, Red Cell® 32oz. Limit one coupon per transaction. Redeemable only on brand and size indicated. Coupon not valid if transferred, reproduced, 
purchased, sold or bartered. Coupon cannot be combined with any other offers. Consumer pays sales tax. RETAILER: We will reimburse you the face value of this coupon plus 8¢ handling provided you and the consumer 
have complied with the terms of this offer. Invoices proving purchases of sufficient stock to cover presented coupons must be shown on request. ANY OTHER APPLICATION MAY CONSTITUTE FRAUD. Coupon void where 
prohibited, taxed or restricted. Consumer must pay any sales tax. Cash value 001¢. Good only in U.S.A. Coupon may not be reproduced or transferred. Offer expires 3/31/18 and must be received by 6/30/18. MAIL TO: 
Central Garden & Pet, CMS Dept #71859, One Fawcett Drive, Del Rio, TX 78840.
©2017 Farnam Companies, Inc. All trademarks are property of Farnam Companies, Inc. 17-11322

any one size  
Horse Health™ 
Supplement*

$3.00 OFF
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Nutrition you 
can count on for  
healthy, happy horses.

We know what it takes to provide the balanced nutrients your horses rely on  
to look and feel their best. It comes down to what’s inside the feed. That’s why our 
SafeChoice® products are leading the controlled-starch market. It’s also  
why we’re always working to stay ahead of the curve on equine nutrition and 
topline health. Because the two go hoof in hoof.   

VISIT TOPLINEBALANCE.COM 
TO TAKE OUR TOPLINE ASSESSMENT.

© 2018 Cargill, Incorporated. All rights reserved.
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http://www.nutrenaworld.com
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Alvin, TX 
Steinhauser’s 
281-388-0388 

Alvin, TX  
Stanton’s Shopping Center
281-331-4491

Bellville, TX  
Harrison Farm Service 
979-865-9127

Belton, TX
Belton Feed & Supply
254-939-3636

Boerne, TX 
Strutty’s Feed & Pet Supply  
830-981-2258

Boerne, TX 
Wheeler’s 
888-249-2656

Brenham, TX  
Cattleman’s Supply 
979-836-4756

Brookshire, TX 
Steinhauser’s 
281-934-2479

Bryan, TX 
Steinhauser’s 
979-778-0978

Bulverde, TX 
Bulverde Feed 
830-438-3252

Caldwell, TX
Homeyer Feed & Supply
979-567-9355

Cameron, TX
Cameron Farm & Ranch Co.
254-708-0205

Carmine, TX
Carmine Feed & Fertilizer
979-278-3111 

Centerville
Centervillle Feed & Supply Co.
903-536-2735

Available at your local Nutrena® Dealer!

Cibolo, TX 
Silvers Pet & Feed  
210-566-8020

College Station, TX  
Close Quarters Feed & Pet Supply
979-690-3333

Conroe, TX  
Conroe Feeder’s Supply 
936-756-5549 

Corsicana, TX 
Olsen Feed 
903-874-4812

Edna, TX 
Jackson County Feed  
361-582-3816

Elm Mott, TX
Miller Hay & Feed
254-829-2055

Floresville, TX 
Lubianski Enterprises  
830-216-2132

Floresville, TX 
Dittmar Lumber  
830-216-9200

Giddings, TX
Carmine Feed & Fertilizer
979-542-2446

Hempstead, TX 
Steinhauser’s 
979-826-3273

Hempstead, TX 
Waller Co. Feed & Fertilizer 
979-826-4003

Houston, TX
Hieden Feed & Supply
281-444-1010

La Vernia, TX 
Big Bear Home Center  
830-779-2514

Madisonville, TX
Standley Feed & Seed
936-348-2235

Magnolia, TX 
Steinhauser’s 
281-356-2530 

Magnolia, TX  
Spring Creek Feed Center
281-252-5400 

Magnolia, TX  
WD Feed & Supply 
832-454-2515

Manchaca, TX  
J&B Feed & Hay 
512-282-4640

Needville, TX  
Needville Feed & Supply
979-793-6146

New Braunsfels, TX 
Producers Cooperative
830-625-2381 

Pearland, TX  
D&D Feed 
281-485-6645

Pipe Creek, TX 
Barrel House 
830-565-6303 

Port Arthur, TX  
Five Star Feeds 
409-736-0777

Port Lavaca, TX 
Melstan Feed & Seed  
361-552-5441 

Richmond, TX  
Steinhauser’s 
832-595-9500

Rockdale, TX
Whiteley Farm Supply
512-446-3541 

Rosenberg, TX 
Steinhauser’s 
281-342-2452

Rosharon, TX  
Arcola Feed & Hardware
281-431-1014 

Sealy, TX 
Steinhauser’s 
979-885-2967 

Seguin, TX 
Producers Cooperative
830-379-1750

Spring Branch, TX 
Strutty’s Feed & Pet Supply
830-438-8998

St. Hedwig, TX 
St. Hedwig Feed  
210-667-1346

Temple, TX
Temple Feed & Supply
254-778-7975

Tomball, TX  
D&D Feed & Supply
281-351-7144

Victoria, TX 
Dierlam Feed & Ranch Supply
361-575-3224

Victoria, TX 
The Other Feed Store  
361-572-3811 

Waco, TX
Buzbee Feed & Seed
254-757-1557

Waller, TX 
Waller Co.Feed 
936-372-3466

Willis, TX  
Walker’s Feed & Farm Supply
936-856-6446

Wimberley, TX
Wimberley Feed & Pet Supply
512-847-3980

http://www.nutrenaworld.com
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VERSATILIT Y FOR ANY PASTURE

AND HAY CONDITIONS. 

For more information, visit :  

www.triplecrownfeed.com or call 800-451-9916.

Horses naturally eat fiber. But for years, grains (corn, barley and oats) have been the standard 

for horse feed, even though research has proven that the high-soluble carbohydrates in 

grain-based feeds increase the potential for colic, laminitis, hyperactivity, ulcers and cribbing.  

With its beet pulp based fiber content, New and Improved Triple Crown® Complete provides 

12% fat and all the calories, vitamins and minerals of a grain-based feed, but with half 

of the potentially harmful soluble carbohydrates. Triple Crown® Complete now has the 

versatility to be fed in any hay or pasture situation, when hay and pasture are plentiful 

or to help when they are short.

few of his “deputies” began exploring 
one of the several caves that are lo-
cated on our property. Moving buck-
ets of sand in an attempt to connect 
the larger cave to an adjacent, smaller 
one, a discovery was made. Picking up 
his lantern to get a better look inside 
the smaller cave, Jim immediately no-
ticed a fairly large bone protruding in 
an upward fashion from in between 
two small rocks. While studying the 
bone, he noted the rocks looked as if 
they had been stacked. The joints were 
staggered just like a rock mason would 
lay them nowadays, except these had 
no mortar in the joints. Jim called for 
his helpers and they all stood in amaze-
ment of this wall that, clearly, had been 
man made. Slowly, they began loosen-
ing and removing the rocks out of the 
wall, gradually uncovering more bone. 
After about an hour of carefully mov-
ing sand from the bone, what lay be-
fore them was a human pelvis and hip 
section, another hour of meticulous 
work and they had most of the body 
uncovered. They also unearthed arrow 

heads and long flint knives, and several 
beads and other Indian jewelry.

 They took photos of the find and, in 
turn, guarded the “tomb.” Since the 
caves are located on the shear edge of 
the canyon and many wild animals still 
prevail in the territory, Jim didn’t want 
to take any chances on this valuable 
discovery being harmed. 

Soon after, Jim notified the curator 
and archaeologist of the museum in 
Canyon of the incredible find. It was 
found that the “Indian” had lived 
around a thousand years ago. By the 
manner in which he was buried and all 
of the artifacts that were buried with 
him, it was apparent that the “Indian” 
was most certainly a chief of his tribe. 
Unfortunately, the actual tribe that he 
belonged to remains a mystery with 
his estimated time of being is older 
than most of the Native American 
tribes that we know today. The closest 
“guess” that we have been given was 
he was possibly a type of Pueblo In-

dian. One of my favorite stories of this 
legend was when Jim was asked how 
the “Indian” died. He always answered 
with, “Well, his plane crashed.”

Throughout the years, Jim has touched 
and changed so many lives. As a run-
ning joke, we’ve always said that the 
canyon tends to pick up “strays.” So 
many teenagers that were being led 
down the wrong path have, in some 
form or fashion, made their way to Six 
Gun City or Palo Duro Riding Stables. 
Through hard work and tough love, 
Jim has turned out some downright 
gentlemen. He was also quick to give a 
“city” girl a chance to live out her own 
dream of working with horses. That 
would be me, almost 18 years ago. 

Along with the horses, I fell in love 
with the land, the family, and his 
youngest son, Jesse. I’ll never be able 
to thank him enough. While Jim is no 
longer with us, his spirit will always be 
a part of this very unique place. We 
still take in “strays.” 

Several years ago, just eleven months 
after we lost our patriarch and friend, 
our daughter, Kodi Josephine, aka. 
Kodi Jo, was born on Jim’s birth-
day. On her first horse at two weeks 
old, Kodi Jo has been guiding riders 
through the canyon on Peekaboo since 
she turned three, two years older than 
her daddy was when he started guid-
ing.  At almost four years old, she 
amazes us every day. She would have 
been “Big Daddy” Jim’s most favorite 
person. We lost a boss and gained an-
other. With his same facial expressions 
and his affinity for horses, he will for-
ever be with us. 
 
While Six Gun City has long since 
passed, Palo Duro Riding Stables is in 
its fifty-seventh year of providing fam-
ily fun on horseback. With the years 
gone by, many things have changed, 
but so much still remains the same. 

(cont. from pg. 10)

(cont. on pg. 16)

Kody Jo
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We still ride through the same part 
of Palo Duro Canyon where “Sher-
iff” Jim rode. It’s the same canyon 
where Colonel Charles Goodnight 
found cedar logs for his cabins and 
out buildings on the JA Ranch that 
is located down by Clarendon, TX.

Many of our horses that we ride to-
day are direct descendants from the 
horses that were used so many years 
ago. So much of the Sorenson family 
still love and enjoy this canyon land 
that we have been blessed with. We 
have 4th and 5th generations helping 
to keep the dream alive. We’re meet-
ing and riding with folks that were 
blessed with an authentic experience 
at Six Gun City. They’re bringing 
their children and grandchildren to 
us for their first horseback ride be-
cause this is the place where they 
had theirs. Continuing the visions 
of Jim and his father, the legacy pre-
vails with all wranglers in 1800-style 
clothing, carrying six guns, and up-
holding true southern hospitality. 
Here’s to fifty more years! Palo Duro 
Riding Stables (806)488-2799  palo-
duroridingstables.com

(cont. from pg. 14)
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Your Partner in Horse Care™
 ©2018 Farnam Companies, Inc. Farnam, Farnam with design, SimpliFly and Your Partner in Horse Care are trademarks of Farnam Companies, Inc. 18-10188

How it works: 

Horse eats SimpliFly® with LarvaStop™ in regular feed.

Feed is digested normally. 

LarvaStop™ Fly Growth Regulator is excreted in manure 

where it stops the development of fly larvae.

Ready for a better fly control plan? Break the life cycle of stable 
and house flies by adding Farnam® SimpliFly® to your horse’s feed. 
When horses are continually treated, fly larvae can’t develop in 
their manure and won’t mature into adults.

Visit farnam.com to learn more.

Fly control from the inside out.
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FARNAM’S
NO FLY

ZONE

Stop flies 
before they start.
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Garden Planting Auger

Garden Planting 
Auger & Grass 
Plug Tool is spe-
cifically designed 
to help you plant 
grass plugs and 
small annuals 
faster than with 
a shovel or a gar-
den trowel.  It is 
made completely 
from steel and 
painted with a 
glossy black enamel and fits most electric or cordless 
drills – simply tighten the drill chuck to secure the au-
ger and you’re ready to dig. powerplanter.com

[18] Barn & Garden 

Spring is Here!

Spring is here and that means it’s time to ditch the re-
cliner and flannel shirt and head out to your yard and 
property for some good old “Spring Cleaning”  This year 
let’s make that task at least a little fun and  a whole 
lot easier.  Check out all the cool things we found for 
spring gardening this year.

Spear Head Spade

It takes an 85 year old man, who loves gardening but with 
two artificial knees and two artificial hips, his gardening days 
seems to be ending. Fortunately, he took to his tool shed 
and engineered a design that utilized angles and critical 
edges to cut through roots and penetrate rocky soils with 
considerably less effort. Want more digging power with less 
stress – this is the shovel for you. spearheadspade.com
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Mosquito Dunks

Kills mosquitoes before they are old enough to bite. It’s hard to remove all standing water 
around your home, especially if you have bird baths, small ponds and other water areas.  
But Mosquito Dunks tablets are a way to control these 
pests without harmful chemicals. Just float a biodegrad-
able tablet into any water basin and it kills the larva or-
ganically.  There is no harm to fish, animals or birds.  One 
tablet will treat up to 100 square feet of surface water 
for about 30 days. Available at home center, hardware 
stores, garden centers or online at 
www.summitresponsiblesolutions.com.

Stuff Enuff

Start saving your bread-
crumbs: this hybrid bell 
pepper will take some 
stuffing! ‘Stuff Enuff’ yields 
loads of colossal fruit in little space. With improved tolerance 
to heat and various soils as well as resistance to diseases, 
‘Stuff Enuff’ will make even the beginner feel like a Master 
Gardener. Whopping, tasty, 14 oz. fruits turn from green to red 
as fruits mature.www.burpee.com

Wheelbarrow Organizer

The trusty wheelbarrow is an indispensable tool for 
hauling most anything but not great on organization.  
The Little Burrow fits over most wheelbarrows to pro-
vide a compartmentalized tray for tools and supplies. 
Holding up to 80 lbs, it even has a place for keys, a cell 
phone, and a drink, plus it can carry long-handled tools, 
a 5-gallon bucket, and seedlings www.littleburros.com

Garden Claw Gloves

The gardening tool that fits like a glove.  Try a garden glove with claws 
which allow you to dig and plant with your hands.  Durable and puncture 
resistant to protect your hands, while preventing cuts and blisters Rinse 
clean and keep your hands dry. www.honeybadgergloves.com
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“Courage is being scared 
to death and saddling 
up anyway, said John 
Wayne.  And if you 

have ever squeezed your foot into a new 
boot, pulling hard on taut leather and 
praying your toes find a resting place, 
you understand.  New boots are like 
meeting a stranger and knowing you 
have to live with them for a long time. 
Give’em a month, a wade in a creek, a 
rough climb on an embankment or two, 
and a couple of days on the back of a 
horse and you won’t ever part with them. 

Yee haw for the Boot
Nothing defines a Texan at rodeo time like their western wear.  It’s the last 
authentic connection to our past.  Worn by settlers, cattle barons, wildcat-
ters, local celebrities and rednecks, there will always be a hallowed place 

in our hearts for boots and denim jeans topped off by a hat
from the Hat Store (www.thehatstore.com).
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Yup, this is a relationship that gets better with age.

But trying to break in a new pair of boots now days 
is nothing compared to the problem early Texas cow-
boys faced. Our cowboy boot is almost a newfangled 
invention in the long scheme of things. After the 
Civil War, many soldiers without jobs turned to be-
ing cowboys. And the boots they wore at that time, 
with rounded toes, were not well suited to time spent 
in the saddle.   (cont. on pg. 22)

Undeniably Precious.
Positively Protected.

Respiratory health requires an ammonia-free
stall. Sweet PDZ has been capturing

noxious odors for 34 years.

Undeniably.  Positively.
• Fast Acting
• All-Natural
• Superior Performance

www.sweetpdz.com • 800-367-1534
 For more info or a retailer near you:

Keeps stocK tanKs clean
Barley Straw

treatment
for liveStock
water tankS

•  No more dumping  
and scrubbing tanks

• Safe & chemical-free

•  Keeps tanks clean & 
drinking water palatable 
up to 2 months

www.stocktanksecret.com
© 2009 Turtle Creek Farm, Springfield, NE 68059

http://www.stocktanksecret.com
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The cowboy boot is the soul of Texas and ro-
deos.  They are more than just an accessory 
that helps you in and out of the saddle. Even 
in our most modern society the old boot has 
made a flawless transition with a wide vari-
ety of styles and colors while maintaining 
its history and sex appeal. Put them on and 
you’re taller, slimmer, braver and more pow-
erful.  A really good working pair of cowboy 
boots, is indispensable to any Texan.

(cont. from pg. 21)

2498 C.R. 145
Alvin, TX 77511
281-331-3636

16915 FM 2920 Unit B
Tomball, TX 77377
281-290-9550

www.alvinfarriersupply.com
alvinfarriersupply@yahoo.com

Available from ALVIN FARRIER SUPPLY
Two locations to serve you:

Durasole creates a tough, living pad 
between your horse's sensitive sole and 
the world's hostile environment. 

• Antibacterial, antifungal designed to
      thicken & toughen the sole and frog. 

• Effective for thrush & white line disease.

• Ideal for lengthy use on chronically thin-soled
      horses without       horses without fear of drying out the foot. 

DURASOLE

Dealer Inquiries
 Welcome!

DURASOLE KEEPS YOUR BEST HOOF FORWARD!

HIEDEN
Feed & Supply, Inc.

North Houston's Most Convenient 
& Complete Feed Supplier8-5:30 (M-F)

8-4 (Sat)

If You Need It We've Got It!
Nutrena & Purina    Lone Star & Wendland    Acco & Moorman's

ALL THE HAY YOU NEED!
Alfalfa   Coastal   Timothy   Straw

281.444.1010  14403 Stuebner Airline   Houston TX

SERVING TEXANS FOR 60 YEARS 

http://www.alvinfarriersupply.com
http://www.thehaypillow.com
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Showing more than 30,000 
animals at the Hous-
ton Livestock Show is a 
daunting task and one 

that requires an onsite feed store.  
The one at the Livestock show is 
packed with everything a contes-
tant and their animals might need 
including feed, minerals, drugs 
and hay.

The feed store committee, over a 
hundred members strong, operate 
three stores throughout the area 
guaranteeing that no animals goes 
without. Last year over 25,457 
items were sold during the three 
week run of the rodeo.

Bales of coastal, alfalfa and sudan 
hay are ordered months before the 
rodeo begins and stacked to the 
ceiling in a warehouse. Bales are 
shuttled on ATV’s down the nar-
row aisles and into small stalls of 
waiting owners. Each committee 
member must be able to lift a 50lb 
feed sack, operate a fork lift and 
drive an ATV.  

Even the animals in the carnival 
use the feed store - from the pet-
ting zoo to the camels and kanga-
roos.  It’s a dirty and sweaty job, 
but the committee see it as an op-
portunity to help the youth and 
their animals.

RODEO 
FEED 

STORE



[24]   [ 25]

“How’s your dirt?” This is a ques-
tion we all need to be asking! 
Our horse’s legs & feet are too 

valuable to leave to chance. I was trying to find 
some statistics or even a study done by a repu-
table vet school outlining WHY leaving rocks 
in your arena is such an irresponsible choice 
but after much internet research, contacting a 
few equine vets, and even reaching out to social 
media (which is entertaining if not necessarily 
informative), I came to a conclusion. It’s basic 
common sense! 

When a horse’s foot meets a rock at even rela-
tively low speeds, there’s a real likelihood for 
injury. Stone bruises, torn suspensory liga-
ments, sprained joints are some of the worst 
things to occur but even the mildest of these 
injuries can bring a screeching halt to the career 
of a talented equine athlete.

We’re Rock B Gone, and we can help you avoid 
the pitfalls of a rocky arena. We’re horse folk, 
just like you, and also care about our horse’s 

legs & feet. In the spring of 2015, we contact-
ed Joe Chavez of Rid O Rock, an outfit near 
Phoenix, AZ to inquire about getting the rocks 
out of our soon-to-be-built arena and…fast 
forward one year, we’re doing our first job at an 
arena in Midland as Rock B Gone, LLC, and 
our Facebook page is running strong!

We have the only machine of its kind in Texas 
and we stay busy all year long, which is ex-
actly what Joe predicted. We’ve cleared arenas 
belonging to businessmen, professional horse-
women, show jumpers, high school rodeo ath-
letes and folks who only ride for the pure joy of 
it. If your horse’s health is a high priority, and I 
know that goes for all of us, the questions you 
should be asking now are, “How’s your dirt? 
Have you called Rock B Gone?” For more in-
formation call 702- 378- 5460

Rock B Gone
Saves Horse’s Legs & Feet!

®

NON–TOXIC • ALCOHOL FREE
NON-STEROIDAL

 • Contains no soap or harsh detergents
 • Will not burn or sting open wounds
 • Can be used on genital areas
 • Spray has leave on protection and is 

non-slip on the saddle area
 • Gel is ideal for cold weather

Soothes on Contact

EQyss®EQyss Call for product information or for a store near 
you. Available at your local tack and feed 
store, your favorite catalog, or online store. 
Visit us on the web for other unique products.

800-526-7469 • www.EQyss.com
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http://www.tensleonranch.com
http://www.tensleonranch.com
http://www.preservationstorage.com
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281.924.8455
KellyPaul@usa.com
www.har.com/kellypaul

832.344.6464
Jennifer.Capps@GaryGreene.com
Jennifer@JenniferCappsRealty.com

 Kelly Paul  Kelly Paul
Team

Connecting

For Over

Great People

Jennifer Capps
&

Great Properties
23 Years

Bay Area Real Estate Specialists
The Kelly Paul Team and Gena VanTries

The

Calling All Horse Lovers – Looking for space and privacy? This home is nestled just outside 
the city, peacefully located on a little over 5 acres features a metal horse barn, tack room & 
loft, lighted tennis courts, 3 car garage and automatic driveway gate.  This custom home 
offers a family room, den, formal dining as well as a mother-n-law suite with its own kitchen, 
bath and den.  Large covered patio, pool with waterfall is the perfect space for entertaining.  
Conveniently situated in the beautiful community of Newpoint Estates, this home is not far 
from the Medical Center and the heart of our city.
5010 Mariposa Circle     Fresno, TX 77545     MLS# 37142040     

Gena B. Van Tries
Realtor®, ABR, CNE, SRES,E-Pro

713.498.4149
VanTriesG@GaryGreene.com

Gena B. Van Tries
Realtor®, ABR, CNE, SRES,E-Pro

713.498.4149
VanTriesG@GaryGreene.com

5010 Mariposa Circle - A Horse Lover’s Dream!
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CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS / BUSINESS ADVISORS

SEIDEL
SCHROEDER

• Tax Planning and Preparation
• Audited Financial Statements

• Computerized Bookkeeping
• Estate and Financial Planning

• Retirement Plan Administration
• Business Valuation

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 - 5:00 • Friday 8:00 - 1:00
2707 South Market ✦ Brenham ✦ 979-836-6131

www.ssccpa.com

Since 1967

Let’s Rodeo!
Advertise with Us!

http://www.ssccpa.com
http://www.amazingracesfudge.com
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http://www.discounttreesofbrenham.com
http://www.portablebuildingsofbrenham.com
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Looking back so many years 
ago Wendy Cline wasn’t 
aware of how winning the 
Houston Livestock Show 

and Rodeo scholarship would affect 
the rest of her life. 

“My life and experience at Texas 
A&M has lead me to where I am to-
day as a successful real estate broker, 
community sponsor and avid eques-
trian competitor.  

One of my fondest memories 
of the Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo was leading and win-
ning the tour guide competi-
tion.  Helping to enrich the lives 
of children by exposing them to 
agriculture and what it brings to 
the world was an awesome experi-
ence. I enjoyed helping to educate 
youth while also getting them en-
gaged in a world they may never 
have seen.” 

Wendy drives her personal life with 
the same vigor that she does her 
real estate business.  She personally 
owns a ranch and often travels to 
show Quarter Horses.  She finds in-
terest in rodeos and barrel racing, 
and is currently competing in the 
latter.   

Giving back to the community is 
key for her.  She consistently sup-
ports the Waller County Fair, Relay 

Meet Farm & Ranch Real Estate Specialist:

WENDY CLINE
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for Life and her church.  One of her 
passions is taking care of teachers 
and veterans.  She loves to stay con-
nected to her local community and 
help out where she can.

Wendy is a native of Cypress, 
Texas and was raised with horses. 
She competed as a child in 4H and 
was a member of FFA. Wendy at-
tended Texas A&M University and 

worked in the construction busi-
ness out of college. She has incor-
porated her equestrian background 
with real estate and excels as a Farm 
and Ranch specialist. 
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Have you ever 
thought to have 
your pet’s portrait 
painted? There are 

artists who specialize in bringing 
those cherished memories of your 
four-legged friend to canvas.   Pet 
portraits have existed for centu-
ries. In art museums everywhere 
you will find portraits of kings 
and emperors standing in grand 
halls, posed next to their favor-
ite pets.  To commission an artist 
to do the portrait, look for one 
that uses fine material to create 
a true work of art. Pastels, and 
watercolors make great mediums 

Cherish the Memory of your Pet Forever
By Vicki Long Edited D.L. Gardner

for your portrait, but oil paintings have the longest 
life, and offer the richest colors.  The artist should 
be able to capture the true character and personality 
of your beloved dog, cat and other animals.   Most 
artists have a portfolios to show you, and many have 
websites that will show you how well the artist has 
captured the true character and personality of your 
pet. You can browse online and choose the style and 
medium you prefer.  The best way to have a portrait 
done is for the artist to work from photographs. You 
can incorporate your chosen background, inside or 
outside. The reference material you provide will 

determine how well 
the artist can re-

produce the 
character of 
your pet, so 
make sure 
you have 

good color, 
sharp focus, and 

quality exposure.

mailto:cherryfineart%40cableone.net?subject=inquiry%20from%20Horseback%20Magazine%20Holiday%20Issue
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Free Shipping in Continental U.S.A.

Come see us at www.TimCox.com or Call (505) 632-8080
We have a really neat little brochure, please ask for one!

“Rocky Mountain Paradise”
30" X 40"  Super Size Giclée on Canvas $1200

Add a frame for $750

Shop our website and get 20% OFF
Three or More Prints, Canvases &

Giclées with Coupon Code: UPTOWN

ORIGINAL OIL “Cutting Out the Bull”
24" X 36"  Professionally Framed Oil on Canvas  $35,000

Experience the West...

Don’t miss this RARE OPPORTUNITY
to own one of Tim’s larger original works. 

Call us at 505-632-8080 or buy 
directly from our website.

“As Good As It Gets”
27" X 341/2" Super Size Canvas Transfer $450

Add a frame for $650

“Cardoza Cowboys”

“Spring”

12" X 16" Limited Edition Prints from $75
Add a Frame $195

“Horse Whisperer”

“Hoping For Rain”
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It appears to me, from visiting 
with former tack shop owners, 
shoppers, and horse owners, that 

the Mom and Pop tack shops are almost 
gone. After selling my very successful 
store almost 7 years ago, and watching 
it go broke through mismanagement, I 
tried to get back into a little retail busi-
ness last year. I decided the beginning 
of this year not to pursue it. Big online 
retailers like Dover and State Line Tack 
are taking a large percentage of the busi-
ness, with buying power that the little 
folks don’t have. They not only buy at 
better prices, buying in large volume, 
but they sell at lower margins, too. This 
is good business on their part. Stores 
like Teskey’s in Weatherford, Texas, have 
a huge inventory, and have pretty nice 
products.

The problem I see is that, just like the 
big box home improvement stores like 
Home Depot and Lowe’s, they have 
large quantities of product, mostly 
imported, and, in many cases, employ-
ees with inadequate product knowledge. 
I often find the sales people know less 
about the products they are selling than 
I do. 

It’s pretty much the same in the big 
box tack stores. Management is con-
centrating on getting products that will 
sell quickly, while giving them a good 
margin, and the quantity is often heavy 
on the best sellers, making the one of 
a kinds, and the special fit items, very 
difficult to find.

This leaves the poor folks that need 

Tack Care...

The End of the
Neighborhood Tack Shop!

Horseback Magazine’s 
Saddle & Tack Editor

something special in a dilemma, trying 
to find what they need.

 I recently had a saddle fit customer, an 
occasional rider, with a difficult to fit 
horse. Very high withered and narrow. I 
knew she needed a saddle with semi-
quarter horse bars, and she wanted one 
lightweight, so I suggested buying a 
Fabtron saddle 
from State Line. 
First time buyers 
can download a 
25% off coupon, 
and they can ap-
ply that to their 
first purchase, 
which makes the 
cost of the saddle 
below State Line’s 
wholesale price. 
Pretty good deal, 
but they didn’t have the saddle in semi-
quarter horse bars and told her regular 
quarter horse bars would work with an 
extra pad. That kind of ignorance should 
not be allowed with all the informa-
tion about saddle fit today. Anyway, she 
had to send the saddle back, paying the 
return shipping, and getting a low end 
saddle from a major company, with the 
right bar angle. Still the gullet rested on 
the horse’s withers, so I made a special 
cut 1” wool felt pad, and a special horse 
hair pad on top of that, which gave the 

withers enough clearance.

The demise of so many saddle com-
panies in the last year have also made 
saddle buying more difficult, in spite of 
the fact that almost all of the companies 
that went under, had been losing quality 
due to cost cutting moves over the past 
several years. In this day and age, you 

can’t cut cost and 
maintain qual-
ity. You have to 
keep your quality 
control up, and 
raise prices as you 
incur increased 
costs.

Companies that 
have sent their 
production 
offshore have 

generally increased their profit margin 
significantly, while lowering quality, 
and not passing the savings along to the 
customers.

I personally think that one of the few 
saddleries still doing a good job is HR 
Saddles out of Frisco, Texas. Probably 
one of the best saddles for the money 
that you can buy today. Their produc-
tion ability tends to keep them out of 
the big box store tack shops. You will 
have to wait 8 to 10 weeks to get an HR 
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saddle, but it’s worth the wait.

 If you want a really top of the line saddle that will really stand 
up to the test of time, you will never go wrong with McCall. 
You’ll have to spend close to $3,000.00 to get one, but it’s 
worth it. I’ve been seeing ads for a new outfit in San Antonio, 
Franco saddlery, and they look real good. I don’t know about 
the prices. There are a number of small custom saddle mak-
ers, a lot of them are really good, but most will run from 3 
to $5,000.00. Some of them are just saddle makers and not 
saddle fitters. Beware the seller that says their saddle will fit any 
horse. That’s like saying a size 10 boot will fit any man.

There are still some decently made saddles available at a 
friendly price. I’ve had a couple of Dakota saddles and they are 
made okay for a factory saddle, although I think their tooling 
lacks a whole lot. I really have not been up in the loop like I 
used to be, and I should take the time and spend the money 
and go to market to see what’s out there today. Mostly what I 
have found has been a disappointment. I will make an effort 
to get to one of the markets this spring so I can report what 
the state of the saddle world is. I’ll leave fixing the state of the 
country to someone else.

Bandera’s Lew Pewterbaugh has been called the most knowledgeable saddle and 
tack authority in the Southwest. For private fitting consultation call (830) 328-

0321 or (830) 522-6613 or email: saddlerlew@gmail.com.

http://www.nibblenet.com
http://www.qualitypctx.com
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Authorized Dealer

Southern Breeze  
Equestrian Center

Boarding • Lessons • Training • Showing • Sales
3801 FM 521 • Fresno, Texas 77545 • 281.431.4868 • sbreeze.com

Serving the needs of the dedicated horseman  
in a friendly, family atmosphere

Hunters • Jumpers • Dressage • Therapeutic

Saddle Fitting & 
Saddle Repair

Tack Store
Custom Leather Work

HOURS:
Wednesday Thru Saturday, 

10 AM to Quitting Time 

13611 Hwy. 16 N., Medina TX 78055 (830) 589-2286  or  saddlerlew@gmail.com 

Advertise with us!

http://www.horseridingfun.com
http://www.sbreeze.com
mailto:saddlerlew%40gmail.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Horseback%20Magazine
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Beautiful Portable Custom Barns...

...Delivered directly to your facility!

C U S T O M  b u i l t  •  T O P  Q U A L I T Y  P O R T A B L E  H O R S E  B A R N S
254.546.2276  2885 US Hwy. 77  Lott, TX  •  DeerCreekStructures.com

Treeless and Adjustable Treed Saddles
Barefoot - Startrekk - Freeform and more!

www.ActionRiderTack.com 

877-865-2467

Saddles that fit. Period.

http://www.deercreekstables.com
http://www.actionridertack.com
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Of Hurricanes & 
Hitches!

Howdy! 
Welcome to Cowboy Corner. 

Hurricane Harvey came, 
stayed too long Recall 
last fall wonderin’ if the 
weather would ever cool 

off.  Ol’ Jack Frost found its way to 
Texas and brought along the rain. 
The really cold weather in mid- Janu-
ary created all types of issues for the 
future, not the least of which is hay. 
Feed consumption during January, 
and after, was and is, much higher 
than normal, whatever normal is. 
Have always wanted to ranch in the 
Brazos River bottom in a “normal 
year”.

Back to hay, yes I think there is a 
shortage. The 2017 hay crop was 
good, however a lot of hay was lost 
or damaged during hurricane Harvey. 
Some left over hay from prior years, 
barn stored, has been available along 
with Harvey damaged hay, but the 
2018 cold weather really increased 
the demand. Increased demand and 
reduced supply produces higher 
prices, elementary economics. Good 
luck on finding some affordable cow 
hay and let’s all pray hard for dryer, 
warmer weather.

Brush clearing at my ranch is a yea 
long program.  Like to clear, make 
piles to let dry a while, then burn.  
Sometimes, like since Thanksgiving, 
drying takes longer than planned and 

harder to burn. Diesel fuel is our fire 
booster because it’s readily available, 
affordable and much safer than some 
other fuels such as gasoline.  Do not 
use gasoline, kerosene if you can find 
it, and afford it, and charcoal lighter 
if you can afford it, are much safer 
alternatives.

Growing up, kerosene was available 
and affordable, and I made fire start-
ers, primarily for the ranch fireplace, 
by soaking corn cobs, in a gallon can 
with kerosene. About a quarter can 
of kerosene would treat a whole can 
of corn cobs producing an effective, 
safe, fire starter. Well times have 
changed, don’t feed our horses and 
mules whole corn any more, or have 
available, affordable kerosene. Did 
see some cans of kerosene last week at 
the hardware store for about five dol-
lars a gallon, but am gonna’ use diesel 
fuel at half the price.

Have been using an improved fire 
starter in recent years that works 
really good. Start with a gallon can, 
add a role of toilet paper, then fill 
about a fourth full with diesel fuel. 
In a few hours the toilet paper will 

absorb the diesel. The toilet paper is 
wrapped around a cone with a center 
hole large enough for a handle made 
from a stick, making a torch. A little 
charcoal lighter on the torch makes 
lighting easy and safe with kitchen 
matches.

For gallon metal cans try your local 
pizza restaurants. Pizza ingredients 
such as mushrooms come in metal 
cans. The gallon cans are just about 
right for a roll of toilet paper and 
make the fire starter easy to carry. 
A roll of diesel soaked toilet paper 
can start a big brush pile because the 
“torch” will burn for a long time.

The “cowboy” fire starter also does a 
good job on campfires. First quarter 
of the year is the time for trail rides 
and rodeo. Campfires are a part of 
trail rides, and gettin’ um goin’ is 
sometimes a real challenge if the 
wood is a little green, or wet, or both. 
The fire starter may help. Please be 
careful and again don’t use gasoline, 
the life you save may be your own.

Happy Trails...

General...

http://www.thehatstore.com
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NORDIC LIGHTS
70 ACRE EQUESTRIAN FACILITY

CIELITO LINDO RANCH
80 ACRE HORSE RANCH

CANTERA LAKE ESTATE
19 ACRES IN RANCHES OF PINEHURST

TRUSTED PROFESSIONALS WORKING WITH SELLERS AND BUYERS OF 
EQUESTRIAN, RESIDENTIAL, FARM & RANCH AND GET-AWAY PROPERTIES

SERVING SOUTH CENTRAL TEXAS FOR OVER A DECADE 

YOU CAN DEPEND ON US TO GIVE YOU PERSONALIZED SERVICE AND

PROFESSIONAL NEGOTIATION - START TO FINISH - CALL US TODAY 281.858.3451  

R E S I D E N T I A L~ E Q U E S T R I A N~ F A R M &  R A N C H

W  C 
PROPERTIESW

ASK ABOUT OUR TEXAS TWO STEP PROGRAM


